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Purpose of the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Program: 

The purposes of the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Department are: 

• to develop an understanding and appreciation for instrumental music of all styles 
and genres. 

• to train students in music to a point where they may participate in the performances 
that enable them to continue making music where as an avocation or a profession, 
after graduation from high school.  

• to assist students in growing into responsible and successful members of society 
who possess the essential characteristics of integrity, dependability and loyalty.  

• to provide opportunities to our students to interact with community partners in 
order to foster a growth though real-world experiences.  

• to promote the place and value of music in our global community and the 
significant role music plays in the cultural, intellectual, and social lives of all citizens.  

Portrait of a I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Graduate: 

Performance Skills: 
Solo/Recital Performance 

Chamber Music  
Large Ensemble  

Collaborative Performance  
Improvisation 

Analytical Skills: 
Music Theory 

Form and Analysis 
Composition 

Arranging  
Music History 

  World Music   

Real World Experiences: 
Masterclasses 

Clinics 
Music Business 

Audio Engineering 
Instrument Repair 

Social/Emotional Skills 
Self Confidence/Reliance 

Empathy 
Verbal/Written Communication  

Leadership Skills 
Flexibility 

Multicultural Relationships 



Scope and Sequence: 

9th Grade       
Orchestra/Wind Ensemble 
Music Theory I Honors   

10th Grade      
Orchestra/Wind Ensemble  
Music Theory II Honors   

11th Grade      
Orchestra/Wind Ensemble 
AP Music Theory 
Music History of the Western World 
       
12th Grade      
Orchestra/Wind Ensemble 
World Music Perspectives 
Music Elective 
Recital Prep. 

Course Descriptions: 

Orchestra/Wind Ensemble/Jazz Band  
All students participate in one of the orchestras or bands. The repertoire covered in 
this program offers students a comprehensive performing experience through 
various periods and genres.  

Music Theory I, Honors 
This course will develop students’ understanding of the foundational elements of 
music. Students will discover the building blocks of tonal analysis—pitch and rhythm, 
through analysis, performance, and composition. Students will learn to listen critically, 
identify and notate intervals, and sight-read. A majority of the time will be spent on 
pentatonic and modal music, as well as learning all major and minor scales.  



Music Theory II, Honors  
Students will begin to analyze and compose Western tonal music employing the 
rubrics of rhythm and meter, pitch, key signatures, intervals, scales, chords, inversions, 
harmonic progression, and SATB voice leading. Students will also perform melodies 
and rhythms at sight, and notate dictations of rhythms, melodies and harmonic 
progressions. 

AP Music Theory 
The AP MusicTheory course corresponds to one or two semesters of a typical 
introductory college music theory course. Students develop the ability to recognize, 
understand, and describe basic materials and processes of tonal music that are heard 
or presented in a score. Aural skills, including interval identification and musical 
dictation, sight singing, harmony, form, and analysis are all vital components of the 
course. All of these topics are closely integrated into melodic and harmonic 
dictations.  

Music History of the Western World 
A survey of the history of Western music. Main focus on the Baroque, Classical, 
Romantic, and 20th Century. This course is recommended for students interested in 
music history, but with little or no previous study. Emphasis on understanding musical 
style and development of ideas in each period. Study of important composers and 
events. Reading and listening assignments.  

World Music Perspectives 
This course explores the ways that music is both shaped by and gives shape to the 
cultural settings in which it is performed. Students will listen to, analyze, perform, and 
compose music in a variety of styles from around the world. Course work includes a 
brief overview of Western music, cultivating active listening skills and music 
journaling/aural analysis, daily hands-on music making, composition, live 
demonstrations by guest artists, and ethnographic research projects. Students will 
gain a deeper understanding of other cultures, as well as their own. 

Class Piano 
This course is designed for students who wish to develop basic piano playing skills, or 
improve their existing skills. During the course of the class, students will be working 
individually and in small groups to master the techniques of playing and to learn 
repertoire. A majority of this course is geared toward preparing students for a 
collegiate piano entrance exam.    



Attendance Policy: 

All student musicians my abide by the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Department 
attendance policy. Attendance is required at all rehearsals, sectionals, chamber music 
rehearsals and performances.  

Absences will be excused in the following cases:  
•  Death in the family  
• Medical emergency or illness  
• Religious holiday  
• Private music lessons ONLY during class.  

Absences will be UNEXCUSED in the following and\or similar cases:  
• Family trips  
• Jobs  
• Personal business or entertainment  
• Drivers Ed  
• Private music lessons before or after school  

All requests for excused absence from before or after school rehearsals are to be 
REPORTED IN WRITING AND HANDED DIRECTLY TO A DIRECTOR. If an absence is 
anticipated, a written request for an excused absence should be submitted at least 
two days in advance. Circumstances may justify an excused absence for reasons other 
than those listed above. In the case of illness or family emergency, an explanatory 
telephone call prior to the rehearsal or performance is appropriate. A written notice 
signed by a legal guardian is expected the following day.  

Our ability to make the best use of this time will be a very important factor in our 
success as an ensemble. To do that, we must have everyone present. Unexcused 
absences will adversely affect your musical progress, the progress of the ensemble, 
and your grade. You WILL jeopardize your membership in the group if attendance 
becomes a persistent problem. Unlike athletic events, there are no bench warmers in 
band or orchestra. Every member is expected to rehearse, practice, and perform.  

Rules for absences apply to the entire rehearsal. Being tardy to a rehearsal is the same 
as being absent (unexcused) for part of that rehearsal. Consequences will be 
determined by the length and reason for the tardy. 



Orchestra and Band Rehearsals/Class 
Procedure 
Proper rehearsal procedure is the only way any musical group can improve and reach 
its potential. We attempt to emulate the best example possible in this area: the 
professional instrumental ensemble. At the beginning of each rehearsal (when the 
tardy bell rings during daily rehearsals, otherwise at the predesignated start time) 
students should be seated in their proper chairs with their instruments, all required 
music (check board for rehearsal order), pencils in each folder, calendars (for any 
possible date changes), and any other equipment required. Instrument cases should 
be closed and placed beside your seat. Backpacks and purses should be placed in 
the designated area. Tardiness will be handled according to school policy. 

We will attempt to maintain an atmosphere of relaxed concentration. Attention should 
remain focused on the music and the director at all times. Talking, except for relevant 
questions (which require hand to be raised), or distracting behavior should be 
eliminated. Eating, drinking or chewing gum is not permitted. Students should remain 
in their seats unless asked or given permission to move.  

Posture should always be that which encourages greatest playing efficiency. 
Remember, we are playing high level music which demands your best efforts. The 
instrument should be held properly to allow the easiest playing technique with the 
least fatigue. Fingernails must be trimmed to permit correct playing position.  

Music 
Every person is expected to bring his or her binder and music to EVERY rehearsal. 
This will be checked periodically. All bowings, fingerings, changes in the music, and 
major rehearsal suggestions should be marked in these parts. Please handle music 
carefully and responsibly.  

Extra/Dress Rehearsals 
Extra rehearsals may be necessary from time to time as performance pressures 
dictate. Every effort will be made to keep these to an absolute minimum. They will be 
scheduled as conveniently as possible but students are expected to make every effort 
to change schedules as necessary to accommodate them. Unavoidable conflicts must 
be discussed and resolved with the director prior to the rehearsal (see grading 
policy).  

Dress rehearsals are scheduled preceding concerts. All other activities (sectionals, 
chamber groups, etc.) will be cancelled. Attendance is required.  



Grading Policy 
As a member of the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music department, you will be evaluated 
in two major areas:  

MUSICAL UNDERSTANDING AND GROWTH  
This area is a gauge of your mastery of the musical skills that are taught in the class. 
These skills will be assessed through written work (tests, quizzes, and homework), 
work on your instrument (playing tests, auditions, and performances), and ear training 
done in class. The balance of these areas will be somewhat different each six-weeks. 
Musical improvement through individual study and practice will always be rewarded 
regardless of your level of experience at the beginning of the year.  

EFFECTIVENESS AS AN INSTRUMENTAL MEMBER  
This area evaluates your contribution as a team member in musical and non-musical 
areas. Regardless of how well you understand the material presented in class or how 
well you play your instrument, your effectiveness to the ensemble suffers if you are 
not present, do not have the materials you need, or choose not to actively participate. 
Instrumental music classes differ from many other classes in this area. Learning to 
operate positively in a group setting is an important component of our class.  

Grading System 
A minimum grade of a 70% is required to participate in all extra-curricular activities. If 
you are not eligible; you do not perform! An incomplete in a course is also deemed 
ineligible.  

1. Performances and tests: 50% 
2. Rehearsals/sectionals and quizzes: 20% 
4. Practice Journals: 20% 
3. Daily Grade/Participation:10% 

You receive points for each of these categories; then the total assessment is averaged 
to get a final grade. 



Fees 
An instrument usage fee of $50 per semester will be charged by FWISD to each 
student who uses a school owned instrument. A contract will be sent home with 
information on the instrument. Payment will need to accompany the form when it is 
returned with the appropriate signatures.  

In addition, a $75 fee will be charged to each student yearly to pay for uniform 
cleaning and department shirts. This fee will also help to cover the cost of concerts, 
clinicians, and supplies needed throughout the year. 

Equipment and Uniforms 

Our equipment and uniforms represent a large investment on the part of the Fort 
Worth Independent School District. It is everyone’s responsibility to see that they 
receive proper care. Instruments, equipment and uniforms will be issued to individual 
students who are expected to care for them as if they were their own. All normal 
upkeep and maintenance is the responsibility of the student. Students will be 
responsible for any deductible fees on insurance claims. Instruments will be issued 
and returned in good playing condition. No one may play on another person’s 
instrument without permission. Instruments are to be properly cased and stored when 
not in use. Anyone who damages equipment through carelessness or neglect will be 
required to pay for its repair. Each student will be required to return the uniform in the 
condition in which it was issued – complete and undamaged. 

Uniforms:  
The school district provides each student with the following:  

Males: 
Jacket  
Pants  

Females: 
Dress 

You are responsible for the following items:  
Males: 

Pleated wing tip white tux shirt 
Black Bow-tie  

Black Dress Shoes and Black socks  

Females: 
Black closed-toe dress shoes  

Appropriate Hose  



Equipment: 
Orchestra 

Korg Metronome/Tuner 
1” Black Binder 

5 Dividers 
Pencil Bag with Pencils 

Soft Cloth to Wipe off Instrument 
Shoulder Pad/Rest (Vln./Vla.) 

Rock Stop (Cel./D.B.) 
Rosin 

Band 
Kork Metronome/Tuner 

1’ Black Binder 
5 Dividers 

Pencil Bag with Pencils 
Reeds (Woodwinds) 

Valve Oil (Brass) 

Field Trip and Travel Guidelines  

Students will participate in field trips throughout the school year. These trips are a 
privilege, and used to enhance the educational experience of each student. I.M Terrell 
Academy and FWISD have both established strict guidelines for students, teachers, 
and chaperones whenever students must leave campus for a school-sponsored 
activity. It is IMPERATIVE that all students know and understand the  
expectations for student conduct when representing our school on a field trip. 
Students must have all necessary forms completed and returned in order to travel on 
any trip.  

The following guidelines will be followed when on any school-sponsored 
transportation:  

While on the bus, students will:  
•  Remain seated at all times  
• Sit properly in a forward position  
• Keep the bus clean of food, drinks, and debris  
• Keep all body parts inside the bus  
• Use a headset when listening to music  
• Remain silent when addressed by person in charge on the bus.  
• Refrain from loud, boisterous talking  
• Not engage in ANY public displays of affection  

As a member of the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Department, you are representing 
your school. Always be on your best behavior. If you are in doubt about an action, 
DON’T DO IT! Your conduct must NEVER reflect poorly on our school, our music 
organizations, you, or the Arts District! 



Private Lesson Guidelines  
While private study participation in not a requirement, it should be noted that most 
students take advantage of this excellent opportunity. The advantages of one-on-one 
experiences are overwhelming. Additionally, our staff members work very closely with  
the private teachers in evaluating and monitoring each student's progress. Productive 
participation in this program by as many students as possible is strongly encouraged. 
Contact your director at any point in the year if you are interested in participating in 
this program. Students who do choose to participate must follow the following  
guidelines:

• Be prepared for lessons by bringing all required materials to your lesson 
• Practice all assigned exercises and music 
• Be teachable (open minded and willing to learn) 
• Contact private teacher 24 hours in advance, when possible, if student must be 

absent from a lesson for any reason. This includes all school-related activities.  
Participate in required recitals, auditions, auditions, and solo competitions.  

Conclusion 
Your decision to participate in the I.M. Terrell Instrumental Music Department 
represents the opening of a door to tremendous opportunity. You are very fortunate 
to attend a school with an administration that values and supports this type of study. 
Please recognize the value of this opportunity and make the most of it.  

This handbook is a guideline to make your experience in the department as 
productive and enjoyable as possible. The rules it contains have been developed 
over many years of experience and refinement. All of the rules are meant to serve one 
purpose: to promote the learning of the members. Like any good set of guidelines, it 
is constantly being changed and improved as changing conditions warrant. If you 
have any questions about the policies in this handbook, please do not hesitate to 
discuss it with Mr. Lewis.  

Good luck in your studies and prepare yourself to have some wonderful experiences 
making music together this year! 


